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There Is a Season
In Memory of Robert W. Smith
Commissioned by the Rho Chapter of Phi Beta Mu

“To everything, there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven.”

About Robert W. Smith

Robert W. Smith was my friend for more than 30 years. | first met him at a band festival at East
Tennessee State University where we were both serving as clinicians. As | watched him work
with students, | knew there was something special about him. Our professional paths crossed
several times over the years, and my admiration for him and our friendship grew. It was Robert
who told me that the Director of the School of Music position would be open at Troy University.
He encouraged me to apply.

It was an honor for me, as Director of the John M. Long School of Music, to recommend that
Troy University hire Robert as the first Coordinator of the Music Industry program. We worked
together as colleagues for 16 years. He approached each day with passion, vision, rigor, and
kindness. He was genuinely excited to be working at “the school he loved.” Robert was one of
the finest teachers | have ever known. More importantly, he was my trusted friend. And | am
grateful.

Commissioned by the Rho Chapter of Phi Beta Mu, There Is a Season is offered in remembrance
of Robert.

About There Is a Season
There Is a Season consists of two movements.

Movement | is entitled Mourning Song. It represents my personal journey of grief in dealing
with Robert’s passing - sadness, reflection, anger, acceptance and gratitude, and
reverence.

Movement Il is entitled A Celebration of Life. One of my favorite compositions written by
Robert for younger bands is Encanto. | asked Robert why he used the title “Encanto” (this
was before Disney). He told me that “Encanto” meant a celebration of the beauty of life.
This second movement is a tribute to that celebration and to a life well lived.
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